
Sociology of Deviant Behavior 304:01 

Monday and Wednesday 2:00 – 3:20     

Hardenbergh Hall A7 

 
Professor: Jeff Wilhelms 

Email:  jeff.wilhelms@rutgers.edu 

Office hours: Before class and online. 

 

Who is the instructor? 

▪ I retired after 36 years in the publishing industry and began teaching at Rutgers 

in January of 2008. I teach the Sociology of Deviant Behavior most often and also teach 

Race Relations, Immigration, Social Inequality, Social Problems, and Intro Sociology.  

▪ Member of the Heterodox Academy, which advances “principles of open inquiry, 

viewpoint diversity, and constructive disagreement.”  

▪ President of a non-profit with medical clinics in Guatemala.  I  have been working to 

improve lives in Guatemala since 2010. 

▪ Certified Safe Zone trainer, LGBTQ+ ally training workshops. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are two parts to the syllabus. The first part is about the course and the second part of the 

syllabus is a list of student services at Rutgers. 

Part I: The Course 

Catalog Description of the Course: 

The course discusses major forms of social deviance, theories accounting for them, and 

societal responses to them. 

 

Attendance: 

Students are expected to attend each scheduled class. Excused absences are for valid reasons,              

(i.e., illness, family, religious observances, work issues) and obviously there are no point 

deductions if you are absent for valid reasons. Each student gets two free unexcused absences, 

after which points will be deducted from your final point total, as follows: 3rd unexcused 

absence results in a 2% deduction from your final point total, 4th unexcused absence is another 

2% deduction, 5th unexcused absence another 2% deduction, and so on. 

 

Self-Reporting Absences: 

Please use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the 

date and reason for your absence.

mailto:jeff.wilhelms@rutgers.edu
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Conduct and Courtesy: 

General rules of courtesy and consideration during class: 1) do your best to be on time for class; 

2) turn off your cell phone and do not have it on your desk, in your lap, or otherwise visible 

during class; 3) do not have materials unrelated to the course open and/or on your desk during 

class, i.e., books for other courses, newspapers, crossword puzzles; 4) do not have your head 

down on the desk or be sleeping during class; 5) no computers in class, except for special 

circumstances; 6) respect the rights of others to hold opposing views during class discussions; 

Failure to observe these basic rules of courtesy and consideration of others will result in points 

being deducted from your final point total. 

 

Preparing for Class: 

Please come to class having finished the assigned reading(s) for the topic of the day. 

Contributing to class discussions can add points to your final grade. 

 

Course Materials: 

There is no out-of-pocket expense for the course.  Everything you need is posted on Canvas. 

Tests: 

There are four tests in the course: three tests (100 points each) during regular class time and a 

final exam (200 points) that covers the entire course.  Each test has a Form A (40% multiple-choice 

questions, 60% short-answer questions) and a Form B (60% multiple-choice questions, 40% short-

answer questions).  Your choice, do either Form A or Form B.                                                                                 

 

Extra Credit: 

Volunteer at Elijah’s Promise Soup Kitchen, 18 Neilsen St., New Brunswick, and earn 5 extra 

credit points for each shift you work. Maximum of 3 shifts and 15 extra credit points. Sign 

up at htpps://elijahspromise.org. Click on “Volunteer” and then click on “Sign Up Here” at 

“On-site Volunteer Option.” Click on “Opportunities” on the left side of the page to find the 

calendar where you can sign up for a shift. To document your work at Elijah’s Promise, have 

your name, the day and time of the shift(s) you worked, and a supervisor’s signature on 

Elijah’s Promise letterhead. Submit your work documentation to me before 11:59 p.m. on 

Monday, December 10th. Sign up early as slots tend to fill up quickly. 

 

Final Grades: 

  500-450 A       449-425 B+       424-400 B       399-375 C+       374-350 C       349-300 D          299- F    

 



Diversity Statement: 

The Rutgers Sociology Department strives to create an environment that supports and affirms 

diversity in all manifestations, including race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religion, 

age, social class, disability status, region/country of origin, and political orientation. We also 

celebrate diversity of theoretical and methodological perspectives among our faculty and have 

zero tolerance for violations of these principles and have instituted clear and respectful 

procedures for responding to such grievances. 

 

Class Schedule: 

 

Topic 1: The Nature and Meaning of Deviance (September 3, 8) 

Read: The Nature and Meaning of Deviance, by Marshall Clinard and Robert Meier 

Read: The Normal and the Pathological, by Emile Durkheim 

Topic 2: Social Control (September 10, 15, 17, 22, 24, 29, October 1) 

Part 1: Introduction (September 10) 

Read: Social Control, by Marshall Clinard and Robert Meier                                                                                  

Part 2: Control Speech (September 15) 

Read: What the First Amendment Means for Campus Protests, by Alan Blinder                                     

Read: “It Felt Like a Kidnapping,” Mahmoud Khalil interviewed by Ezra Klein 

 

Part 3: Target Universities (September 17)                                                                                                        

Read: Trump Has Targeted These Universities.  Why?  by Alan Blinder 

 

Part 4: Restrict Immigration and Citizenship (September 22, 24) 

Read: Citizenship and Inequality, by Evelyn Nakano Glenn                                                                                      

 

Test – September 29 

 

Part 5: Maintain the Patriarchy (October 1, 6) 

Read: Amending the Constitution Could Start with the E.R.A., by Kate Shaw and Julie Suk 

 

Topic 3: Explaining Deviant Behavior (October 8, 13, 15) 

Read: Major Theories of Deviance, by Marshall Clinard and Robert Meier 

 

Topic 4: Deaths of Despair (October 20, 22)                                                                                                                                 

Read: Death in the Afternoon, by Anne Case and Angus Deaton                                                          



Test – October 27 

 

Topic 5: Drugs (October 29, November 3) 

Read: The War on Drugs, by Michelle Alexander 

 

Topic 6: Violence (November 5, 10, 12) 

Read: Reflections on Violence in the United States, by Richard Hofstadter  

Read: How God and Guns Got Intertwined, by Paul Manseau 

  

Topic 7: Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation (November 17, 19) 

Read: Gay People Won.  So Why Does It Feel As If We’re Losing?  by Andrew Sullivan 

 

Test – November 24 

 

No class on Wednesday, Nov. 26.   Thanksgiving week, Friday classes meet on Wednesday. 

 

Topic 8: Social Causes of Psychological Distress (December 1, 3, 8)                                                          

Read: Basic Patterns, by John Mirowsky and Catherine Ross                                                                                                            

Read: New Patterns, by John Mirowsky and Catherine Ross 

 

Topic 9: Emotional Health and Well-Being (December 10) 

Read: What Stoics Can Teach Us About Mental Health, by Robert Taibbi 

 

Final – Monday, December 22nd, 3-6:00 p.m. (tentative) 

 

 

 

Part II: Student Services 

Learning Resources: 

Learning Centers: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/ 

Academic advising for SAS students: https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/advising/advising. 

Online learning tools from Rutgers University libraries, including Rutgers RIOT, Searchpath           

and RefWorks: https://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/tutorials. 
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Technology:                                                                                                                                                        

Visit the Rutgers Student Tech Guide at https://it.rutgers.edu/technology-guide/students/ for 

resources available to all students. If you do not have the appropriate technology for financial 

reasons, please email the Dean of Students at deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu for assistance. 

If you are facing other financial hardships, please visit the Office of Financial Aid at 

https://financialaid.rutgers.edu/ 

 

Disability Services: 

848-445-6800/Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, 

Piscataway, NJ 08854. https://ods.rutgers.edu. Rutgers University welcomes students with 

disabilities into all of the University’s educational programs. In order to receive 

consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the 

appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, 

participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: 

https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports 

your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus disability services office will 

provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors 

and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin 

this process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at 

https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form. Students requesting accommodations 

must follow the procedures outlines at https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/getting-registered. 

 

Counseling, Alcohol/Other Drug Assistance Program (ADAP), Psychiatric Services (CAPS): 

848-932-7884/17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. https://health.rutgers.edu/medical- 

counseling-services/counseling. CAPS is a University mental health support service that 

includes counseling, alcohol and other drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a 

team of professionals within Rutgers Health Services to support students’ efforts to succeed at 

Rutgers University. CAPS offers a variety of services that include: individual therapy, group 

therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community, and 

consultation and collaboration with campus partners. Report a concern to: 

https://health.rutgers.edu/do-something-to-help. 

 

Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance (VPVA): 

848-932-1181/3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. www.vpva.rutgers.edu. Violence 

Prevention and Victim Assistance provides the following services to students, staff and faculty: 

confidential crisis intervention, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship 

violence and stalking. To reach staff during office hours when the University is open or to reach 

an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181. 
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